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which are still occupied by small companies of Syrian
monks.* Mardin is situated at the western extremity of
this region ; and the northern and eastern boundaries are
formed by a loop of the Tigris, which flows behind the upland
from Diarbekr to Jezire ibn Omar and issues there on to
Mosul plain.
The hill on which the city stands is of a form which is
not uncommon among the Kurdistan highlands, It rises
from the plain in a single steep slope, unbroken almost from
base to summit; but it culminates in a cresting of precipitous
rock, so even and vertical that it looks like an artificial
wall. Immediately behind the city this cresting forms an
isolated knoll, cut off at the back and ends as abruptly
as along the front, and thus forming an immense table with
a perfectly level top. Many of the hills adjoining are of
similar conformation; and another, almost a replica of it,
may be seen in the mountains further eastward, forming
the site of the town of Amadia.
Amadia is built entirely on the level top, and the encir-
cling line of precipice serves it instead of a rampart: but
at Mardin the space on the summit is only sufficient for the
citadel, and the town lies just at the foot of the precipice,
sprawling down the southern slope of the hill. The houses
look forth across the plain, each over the roof of its neighbour;
and as even the lowest rank must be fully 1500 feet above
plain level, they form a conspicuous assemblage visible for
scores of miles away.
The town is some two miles in length and perhaps half
a mile in width, and is reputed to contain about 80,000
inhabitants. It is built of a warm-coloured stone similar
to that employed at Urfa ; and, like Urfa, is largely com-
posed of good substantial buildings, which can sustain a
certain amount of dilapidation without lapsing altogether
into squalor. The streets are narrow and tortuous, and
run for the most part longitudinally; thus it is evident
that the cliff which overhangs them cannot (like the Amadia
cliff) be in the habit of dropping fragments down the slope
* These monasteries have been visited and described by the Rev. O. H.
Parry and Miss G. Lothian Bell